
北京市宣武区2003－2004学年度第二学期第一次质量检测

高三英语
    本试卷分第一卷（选择题）和第二卷（非选择题）两部分。第一卷1至12页。第二卷13至14页。共150分。考试时间120分钟。
第一卷（三部分，共115分）
注意事项：
  1. 答第一卷前，考生务必将自己的姓名、准考证号、考试科目用铅笔涂写在答题卡上。
  2. 每小题选出答案后，用铅笔把答题卡上对应题目的答案标号涂黑。如需改动，用橡皮擦干净后，再选涂其它答案标号。不能答在试卷上。
  3. 考试结束，考生将本试卷和答题卡一并交回。
第一部分：听力理解（共两节，满分30分）
第一节（共5小题；每小题1.5分，满分7.5分）
    听下面5段对话。每段对话后有一道小题，从题中所给的A、B、C三个选项中选出最佳选项，标在试卷的相应位置。听完每段对话后，你将有10秒钟的时间来回答有关小题和阅读下一小题。每段对话你将听一遍。
  1. When does the play start? 

    A. At 6:30

    B. At 6:00

    C. At 6:15

  2. How many letters does he write to his mother in a month? 

    A. Eight. 

    B. Four. 

    C. Two. 

  3. Who do you think broke the rule? 

    A. Lucy. 

    B. Jack. 

    C. Tom. 

  4. What can we learn from the conversation? 

    A. The man couldn’t find a parking lot. 

    B. It’s hard to find a place to leave the car. 

    C. The man apologized because of his carelessness. 

  5. What does the woman suggest? 

    A. Exercising just after getting up. 

    B. Eating something good for breakfast. 

    C. Not exercising so many times a day. 

第二节（共15小题；每小题1.5分，满分22.5分）
    听下面5段对话或独白。每段对话或独白后有几道小题，从每题所给的A、B、C三个选项中选出最佳选项，标在试卷的相应位置。听每段对话或独白前，你将有5秒钟时间阅读每小题，听完后，每小题将给出5秒钟的作答时间。每段对话或独白你将听两遍。
听第6段材料，回答第6至8题。
  6. What are they talking about? 

    A. Changjiang Travel. 

    B. TV programs. 

    C. A football match. 

  7. When does the football match start? 

    A. 1:00 a.m. 

    B. 1:00 p.m. 

    C. 9:00 a.m. 

  8. What do we know from the dialogue? 

    A. They watch TV every evening. 

    B. Neither of them likes watching football matches. 

    C. Both of them like watching football matches. 

听第7段材料，回答第9至11题。
  9. What was the woman’s main purpose in going to New York during the vacation? 

    A. To visit an American family. 

    B. To learn English. 

    C. To go sightseeing. 

  10. When did the woman come back from America? 

    A. On July 5th. 

    B. On July 6th. 

    C. On August 25th. 

  11. What in particular did the woman like about the American classes? 

    A. The teachers were kind. 

    B. The students were quite free. 

    C. Listening, reading, speaking and writing were all taught. 

听第8段材料，回答第12至14题。
  12. Who shot Abraham Lincoln? 

    A. A player at the theatre. 

    B. A slave owner from the South. 

    C. A young man of 25. 

  13. When did Lincoln die? 

    A. On the morning of April 15,1865. 

    B. On the night of April 15,1865. 

    C. On the evening of April 14,1865. 

  14. Where did Lincoln die? 

    A. At the theatre. 

    B. At the hospital. 

    C. At home.

听第9段材料，回答第15至17题。
  15. What happened when he was thirty-one? 

    A. He was blind. 

    B. He was deaf. 

    C. He won high praise. 

  16. How many years did the great musician live in the world? 

    A. 43

B. 70

C. 57

  17. What did Beethoven do after he lost his hearing? 

    A. He never gave in. 

    B. He stopped writing music pieces. 

    C. He went to see a doctor. 

听第10段材料，回答第18至20题。
  18. What caused the accident? 

    A. Alfred had drunk too much. 

    B. Alfred was driving too fast. 

    C. Both A and B. 

  19. Why did Alfred drive away without helping the old man? 

    A. Because he thought the old man could help himself. 

    B. Because he thought the police would help the old man. 

    C. Because he thought nobody else would notice him and he couldn’t be found out. 

  20. What do you think of Alfred? 

    A. A fearless person. 

    B. A dishonest man. 

    C. An experienced driver. 

第二部分：英语知识运用（共两节，满分45分）
    第一节  单项填空（共15小题；每小题1分，满分15分）
    从A、B、C、D四个选项中，选出可以填入空白处的最佳选项，并在答题卡上将该项涂黑。
  21. －Was Tom there when you arrived? 

    －Yes, but he __________ home soon afterwards. 

    A. had gone


B. has gone 

    C. is going


D. went

  22. The time is not far away __________ modern communications will become widespread in China’s vast countryside. 

    A. as


B. when

    C. until


D. before

  23. －The enemy spy was found at last. 

    －Really? Where _________ himself? 

    A. had he hidden

B. did he hide 

    C. has he hidden

D. was he hidden 

  24. －The weather report said that there is rain today. 

    －But I don’t think the football match will be put off _______. 

    A. although


B. even so 

    C. even though


D. as though 

  25. Having no money but _________ to know, he simply said he would go without dinner. 

    A. not to want anyone 

    B. wanted no one 

    C. not wanting anyone 

    D. to want no one 

  26. I had hoped to get to the meeting, but I found at the last minute that I couldn’t _______ it. 

    A. try


B. meet

    C. get


D. make

  27. It was not until he took up fishing that he __________ to relax. 

    A. had been beginning

    B. began 

    C. had begun

    D. beginning

  28. He will pass two milestones _________, that is, he will receive his master’s degree and find a challenging job. 

    A. long ago


B. a long long ago 

    C. before long


D. long before

  29. He ________ a long pole in the center of the field, and on the top of it I hung the lamp. 

    A. put up


B. put out 

    C. put on


D. put up with 

  30. The speech which he made _________ the football match bored a lot of fans to death. 

    A. being concerned 

    B. be concerned 

    C. concerned 

    D. concerning 

  31. It was really very dangerous; you _________ him seriously. 

    A. might have injured 

    B. may have injured 

    C. must injure 

    D. need have injured 

  32. The hostess said, “Tom, ________ yourself to the food. ”
    A. behave


B. enjoy

    C. help


D. give

  33. The People’s Government of Shangdong Province has decided to go _________ with its plans to develop its electric power industry. 

    A. by


B. off

    C. after


D. ahead

  34. You told me there were many taxis but ________ over there. 

    A. there was not one


B. there was no one 

    C. there were none


D. was none 

  35. －Paul, I’d like to have a talk with you at tea break. 

    －________ Have what with me? 

    A. Yes, please. 


B. Sorry? 

    C. Thanks. 



D. You’re welcome. 

第二节  完形填空（共20小题；每小题1.5分，满分30分）
    阅读下面短文，掌握其大意，然后从36－55各题所给的A、B、C、D四个选项中，选出最佳选项，并在答题卡上将该项涂黑。
    “…She was married to an officer in India long ago and she had a life of physical adventure as exciting as her poems. Her husband could cross rivers, using crocodiles（鳄鱼）as stepping stones. He died when she was only thirty-nine. Unwilling to exist without him, she took her life,   36   a son in England. ”
    I started at the paper,   37   reading, and couldn’t help thinking. 

    Crocodiles are lazy animals as a rule, but they can   38   like lightning when they want to. And they don’t mind hurrying   39   they’re hungry. There used to be lots in Indian rivers, living on fish mostly, but what’s a little fish   40   a fifteen-foot crocodile? They eat people, fisherman or anyone else delicious enough to get too near: women doing the   41   ，or children playing at the water’s   42  . A hungry crocodile’s mouth   43   over a meal with a sound like a gunshot. A big fellow can   44   in a man in two bites. 

    That woman’s husband crossed rivers   45   from one crocodile’s back to the next. I believe it. It had to be done   46   before the creature could see what was happening. It wasn’t   47   a brave, active man; and no doubt he improved with practice. He could never look   48   while crossing. 

    The wife used to watch him－I felt   49   of that. She lived   50   adventure. Their real life was with tigers, snakes... It’s no wonder she wrote   51   poems. 

    Then he   52  . I imagined how she felt. Was there another man   53   him in India, in the world? She was still young, hardly a sitting－room widow（寡妇）. “I must   54  , too, ”she said to herself. So she did what she felt she had to do. A   55   probably, to her head. 

    But her young son, their son? Was her love for him nothing compared to her husband? Well, what do you think? 

  36. A. leaving

B. missing

C. losing


D. forgetting

  37. A. started

B. began


C. finished

D. stopped

  38. A. run


B. move


C. walk


D. roll

  39. A. whenever

B. as


C. because

D. before

  40. A. in


B. on


C. to



D. for

  41. A. shopping

B. washing

C. cooking

D. cleaning

  42. A. border

B. end


C. side


D. edge

  43. A. looks


B. sends


C. shuts


D. turns

  44. A. go


B. take


C. eat


D. catch

  45. A. jumping

B. running

C. walking

D. marching

  46. A. immediately
B. directly

C. quickly

D. hurriedly

  47. A. over


B. for


C. behind


D. beyond

  48. A. up


B. down


C. back


D. right

  49. A. tired


B. sure


C. shame


D. foolish

  50. A. without

B. till


C. for


D. on

  51. A. angry


B. exciting

C. sad


D. interesting

  52. A. wrote


B. fled


C. disappeared

D. died

  53. A. like


B. as


C. with


D. before

  54. A. go


B. practise

C. jump


D. shoot

  55. A. pen


B. shot


C. comb


D. stone

第三部分：阅读理解（共20小题；每小题2分，满分40分）
    阅读下列短文，从每题所给的A、B、C、D四个选项中，选出最佳选项，并在答题卡上将该项涂黑。
A

    Just at that time, a telegram arrived from his brother. Mr. Jameson opened it quickly. It said, “Come home at once. Your wife is ill and in a critical（危害的）condition. West End Hospital.”Mr. Jameson began to think. Since the work at the mine was going well, he decided to go home at once. He just told himself again and again that he couldn’t lose his wife, or his life would be meaningless. 

    At about 6 the next morning, he and one of his assistants reached Lamesa, where they were going to Chicago at 6:30. There was still half an hour left before the train started, so Mr. Jameson decided to telephone to Chicago to ask about his wife. And after that, if still enough time was left he could see a doctor and have the piece of coal or the piece of metal removed out of his eye. His eye and his whole head ached now. 

    After he sent his assistant to the railway station to buy tickets for the train, he went to make the phone call. When the operator put through his call, he sat down and waited. His eye felt like a piece of hot iron. And he was worried about his sick wife. The phone rang. Soon Mr. Jameson talked with the hospital in Chicago. A voice said, “Yes, sir! Your wife is here. She is much better. There is no danger now. You don’t have to return. ”
    Everything was all right. His wife was going to live. He would not lose his wife. Quite excited, Mr. Jameson began to cry like a little child and could not stop. Big tears rolled out of his eyes and down his cheeks. Soon his eye felt better. He touched his eye and felt something in the corner of his eye. That was a small piece of coal. His tears had washed it out of his eye! 

  56. What happened to Mr. Jameson before setting off? 

    A. He was hurt and couldn’t walk. 

    B. A small piece of coal stuck him in the eye. 

    C. His eye was suffering from a certain disease. 

    D. A piece of metal got into his eye. 

  57. The writer doesn’t mention but we can infer that Mr. Jameson probably __________. 

    A. worked in a factory in Chicago 

    B. sold coal in a faraway village 

    C. was worried about his work on the way to Chicago 

    D. worked as a mining engineer in a company 

  58. How was the coal removed out of Mr. Jameson’s eye? 

    A. It was washed out by his tears. 

    B. A good rest helped it out. 

    C. He rubbed his eyes slightly. 

    D. It was taken out by a doctor. 

  59. After hearing the doctor’s words, Mr. Jameson cried because ________. 

    A. his wife was dying 

    B. his eye was getting worse and worse 

    C. he couldn’t buy any train tickets 

    D. he was too excited at his wife’s news 

B

    We often hear the phrase: “You have a greater chance of being struck by lightning. ”It is used to describe something that hasn’t got much chance of happening. However, the common saying undermines （掩盖）the very real dangers of lightning. 

    Last Friday, at least 5 people were killed by lightning in Nepal（尼泊尔）. 

    Lightning strikes are the second most common cause of deaths during natural disasters in the US. The first is floods. Around 400 people nationwide are struck by lightning each year, and of those, 70 people die. That is, more people are killed by lightning than by tornadoes（龙卷风）and hurricanes. 

    Because lightning kills only one or two people at a time, its danger does not receive as much attention as other disasters. 

    “If you hear thunder, you are in danger from lightning, ”said Rocky Lopes, a disaster educator at the American Red Cross. 

    “Thunder means that lightning is close enough to hit you at any time, so you should move indoors immediately and stay there until the storm has ended. The most important thing to remember is to seek shelter（藏身处）,”Lopes said. 

    Summer is the peak time for lightning storms, so when lightning strikes across the sky, remember these safety tips: 

    *Stop working, fishing, swimming or playing in open fields. 

    *Do not stand under a tree. 

    *Get off bicycle and motorcycles. 

    *Crouch down（蹲下）if there is no shelter. 

    *Avoid open spaces, wire fences, metal objects and electrical objects such as hair driers. 

  60. Of the people who are struck by lightning each year in the U.S.A., about _________ people are lucky enough to continue to live. 

    A. 400

B. 70

    C. 330

D. 5

  61. If you hear the thunder, the most important thing you do is to ________. 

    A. stand still in the open spaces 

    B. find shelter to hide in 

    C. stand under a tree 

    D. stop working in the fields 

  62. Which of the following is NOT true? 

    A. Floods are the first most common cause of deaths during natural disasters in the U.S.A. 

    B. Fewer than 70 people are killed by tornadoes and hurricanes each year in the U.S.A. 

    C. People don’t pay as much attention to the danger of lightning as that of floods. 

    D. If you hear the thunder, you needn’t move indoors right away.

  63. Which of the following is the best title? 

    A. Danger Strikes Earth 

    B. Some Safety Tips 

    C. How Lightning Happens 

    D. 5 People Killed by Lightning in Nepal 

C

    Social customs and ways of behaving change. Things which were considered impolite many years ago are now acceptable. Just a few years ago, it was considered impolite behavior for a man to smoke on the street. No man who thought of himself as being a gentleman would make a fool of himself by smoking when a lady was in a room. 

    Customs also differ from country to country. Does a man walk on the left or the right of a woman in your country? Or doesn’t it matter? What about table manners? Should you use both hands when you are eating? Should you leave one on your lap, or on the table? 

    The Americans and the British not only speak the same language but also share a large number of social customs. For example, in both America and England people shake hands when they meet each other for the first time. Also, most Englishmen will open a door for a woman or offer their seat to a woman, and so will most Americans. Promptness（敏捷）is important both in England and in America. That is, if a dinner invitation is for 7 o’clock, the dinner guest either arrives close to that time or calls up to explain his delay. 

    The important thing to remember about social customs is not to do anything that might make other people feel uncomfortable－especially if they are your guests. There is an old story about a man who gave a formal dinner party. When the food was served, one of the guests started to eat his peas with a knife. The other guests were amused（逗乐）or shocked, but the host calmly picked up his knife and began eating in the same way. It would have been bad manners to make his guests feel foolish or uncomfortable. 

  64. If one has accepted a dinner invitation, what should he do if he is to be late for the dinner? 

    A. He should find an excuse. 

    B. He should ask for excuse. 

    C. He should telephone to explain his being late. 

    D. He should say “Sorry”. 

  65. In the sentence “It would have been bad manners to make his guests feel foolish or uncomfortable,”“Bad manners”means __________. 

    A. ugly

    B. dishonest

    C. impolite

    D. shameful

  66. According to the text, the best host _________. 

    A. tries his best to make his guests feel comfortable

    B. makes his guests feel excited 

    C. tries to avoid being foolish to his guests 

    D. tries to avoid being uncomfortable 

  67. The author of this article may agree with which of the following? 

    A. The guest who ate his peas with a knife. 

    B. The other guests who were amused or shocked. 

    C. The host who picked up his knife and began eating in the same way. 

    D. None of the above. 

D

    Looking back on my childhood, I am quite sure that naturalists are born and not made. Although we were all brought up in the same way, my brothers and sisters soon left their pressed flowers and insects completely and forever. Unlike them, I had no ear for music and languages. I was not an early reader and I could not do mental mathematics. 

    Before World War I we spent our summer holidays in Hungary. I have only the dim（模糊的）memory of the house we lived in, of my room and my toys. Nor do I remember clearly the large family of grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins who gathered next door. But I do have a clear memory of the dogs, the farm animals, the local birds, and above all, the insects. 

    I am a naturalist, not a scientist. I have a strong love of the natural world and my interest had led me into varied investigations（调查）. I love discussing my favorite subjects and enjoy burning the midnight oil reading about other people’s discoveries. Then something happens that brings these discoveries together in my mind. Suddenly you imagine you see the answer to the question, because it all seems to fit together. This has resulted in my publishing 300 papers and books, which some might honor with the title of scientific research. 

    But interest, a good eye, a good memory and enjoyment of the animal and plant world do not make a scientist: one of the outstanding and necessary qualities required is self-discipline（自我修养）, a quality I lack. A scientist, up to point, can be made. A naturalist is born. If you can combine the two, you get the best of both worlds. 

  68. The first paragraph tells us the author _________. 

    A. was interested in flowers and insects in his childhood 

    B. lost his hearing when he was a child 

    C. didn’t like his brothers and sisters 

    D. was born to a naturalist’s family 

  69. The author can’t remember his relatives clearly because _________. 

    A. he didn’t live very long with them 

    B. the family was extremely large 

    C. he was too young when he lived with them 

    D. he paid more attention to nature 

  70. The author says that he is a naturalist rather than a scientist probably because he thinks he _______. 

    A. has a great deal of trouble doing mental mathematics 

    B. lacks some of the qualities required of a scientist 

    C. just reads about other people’s discoveries 

    D. comes up with solutions （解决方法）in a most natural way 

E

    The competition among producers of personal computers is basically a race to get the best, newest products to the marketplace. Marketers in this environment frequently have to make a judgment as to their competitors’ role when making marketing decisions. If major competitors are changing their products, then a marketer may want to follow suit to remain competitive. Apple Computer, Inc. has introduced two new, faster personal computers, the Mackintosh II and Mackintosh SE, expecting the introduction of a new PC by IBM, one of Apple’s major competitors. 

    Apple’s new computers are much faster and more powerful than its earlier models. The improved Mackintosh is able to run programs that were impossible to run on an Apple PC, including IBM -compatible（兼容的）programs. This compatibility quality shows computer producers’ new attitude of giving customers the qualities they want. Making Apple computers capable （有能力）of running IBM software is Aple’s effort at making the Mackintosh compatible with IBM computers and thus more popular in the office, where Apple hopes to increase sales. Users of the new Apple can also add accessories（附件）to make their machines specialize in specific uses, such as engineering and writing. 

    The new computers stand for a big improvement over past models, but they also cost much more. Company officials do not think the higher price will slow down buyers who want to step up to a more powerful computer. Apple wants to stay in the high-price end of the personal computer market to provide money for the research for even faster, more sophisticated（精密的）computers. 

    Even though Apple and IBM are major competitors, both companies realize that their competitor’s computers have certain qualities that their own models do not. The Apple line has always been popular for its sophisticated color graphics（制图）, but the IBM machines have always been favored in offices. In the future, there will probably be more compatibility between the two companies’ products, which no doubt will require that both Apple and IBM change marketing plans. 

  71. According to the passage, Apple Computer, Inc. has introduced the Mackintosh II and the Mackintosh SE because ________. 

    A. IBM is also putting new computer models onto the market 

    B. it wants to make its machines specialize in specific uses 

    C. it wants to stay much ahead of IBM in the competitive computer market 

    D. it expects its major competitor IBM to follow its example 

  72. Apple hopes to increase Mackintosh sales chiefly by _________. 

    A. making its new models capable of running IBM software 

    B. improving the color graphics of its new models 

    C. copying the marketing plans of IBM 

    D. giving the customers more choices 

  73. Apples sells its new computer models at a high price because ________. 

    A. they have new qualities and functions 

    B. they are more sophisticated than other models 

    C. they have new accessories 

    D. it wants to get more money for future research 

  74. It can be inferred from the passage that both Apple and IBM try to gain a competitive advantage by ________. 

    A. copying each other’s technology 

    B. including qualities that make their products different 

    C. making their computers more expensive 

    D. making their computers run much faster 

 75. The best title for the passage would be _______. 

    A. Apple’s Efforts to Stay Much Ahead of IBM 

    B. Apple’s New Computer Technology 

    C. Apple’s New Personal Computers 

    D. Apple’s Research Activities 

第二卷（共35分）
注意事项：
  1. 第二卷共2页，用钢笔或圆珠笔直接答在试卷上。
  2. 答卷前将密封线内的项目填写清楚。
    第四部分：书面表达（共2小题，满分35分）
第一小题  情景作文（满分20分）
    假设一家英文报纸向中学征集对现行中学英语教材《SEFC》的评价和建议，请你根据以下内容给该报纸写一篇小短文。
	积极评价
	1. 课文配有有趣的彩色图片；
2. 选材贴近时代，贴近生活，激发学生积极参与；
3. 全方位提高读写，尤其是听、说能力。

	建议和要求
	1. 设立更多有趣的讨论话题；
2. 增加有关英美文化的文章；
3. 在听力教材中增加英文歌曲欣赏栏目。


注意：
  1. 词数100左右；
  2. 文章的开头已为你写好。
    SEFC is a good textbook for middle school students. ____________________________

第二小题  开放作文（满分15分）
    根据下面提供的情景，写一段接续文字。
    注意：词数不少于50。
    You are taking with one of your close friends about weekends. You say to him, “I always look forward to weekends. ”He asks, “Why? ”
    You tell him how you usually spend your weekends. 

    ________________________________________________

【试题答案】
北京市宣武区2003——2004学年度第二学期第一次质量检测
高三英语参考答案
第一卷
    第一部分：
  1. A

2. A


3. C


4. B
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  6. B

7. A


8. C


9. B
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  11. B
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15. B

  16. C

17. A
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19. C

20. B

    第二部分：
  21. D
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23. A

24. B
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34. C

35. B

  36. A

37. D

38. B

39. A

40. D

  41. B

42. D
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45. A

  46. C

47. D
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49. B

50. C

  51. B

52. D

53. A

54. A
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    第三部分：
  56. B

57. D

58. A

59. D

60. C

  61. B

62. D

63. A

64. C

65. C

  66. A

67. C

68. A

69. D

70. B

  71. A

72. A

73. D

74. B

75. C

    第四部分：
    第一小题    One Possible Version :

    SEFC is a good textbook for middle school students. There are many interesting color pictures to go with the text. The passages are up to date and closely related to our everyday life , which can lead us to take an active part in class. It can improve our reading , writing , especially listening and speaking in an all-round way.

    However , I hope that there’ll be more interesting topics for us to discuss at the end of the texts. And I also hope to study more passages about English and American cultures. I like English songs very much , so it would be great if I can enjoy English songs on the tape going with the textbook.

    第二小题    One Possible Version :

    Having a good rest and reading some books are the most important weekend activities. Besides these two , I sometimes go shopping with my parents. Sometimes I go to visit my friends. I can also do something I like , such as watching TV , playing ping-pong , etc. I enjoy weekends very much . Because only on weekends can I find myself a true person but not only a student.

听力部分录音稿
    Text 1

    W : Does the play start at 6:00 or 6:15 ?

    M : Neither. It starts at 6:30 and ends at 8:00.

    Text 2

    W : How often do you write your mother ?

    M : Twice a week.

    Text 3

    W : Is Tom back , Uncle Jim ?

    M : No, not yet. Do you know why , Lucy ?

    W : I’m afraid he broke the rule. That’s what Jack told me just now.

    Text 4

    W : I have been waiting here for about half an hour. Why did you take so long to park the car ?

    M : I’m sorry. I had to drive two blocks before I discovered a place to park.

    Text 5

    M : I want to exercise , but never seem to find the time.

    W : Why not do it first thing in the morning ?

    Text 6

    W : Do you want to watch television tonight , Dennis ?

    M : Well , there’s nothing interesting , but turn it on if you want to.

    W : I want to see that program Changjiang Travel.

    M : Oh , I forgot that was on tonight. I’d like to see it , too.

    W : It comes on at nine o’clock.

    M : Is there any other interesting program ?

    W : Yes , I remember there’s a football match on the Star TV Station.

    M : Oh , great ! Let’s watch it.

    W : Let me see. Hmm. The paper says it starts at one o’clock tomorrow morning .

    M : One o’clock tomorrow morning ? Then I would prefer to sleep .

    Text 7

    M : Hi, Jane. It’s nice to see you again. I heard that you went to the US during the vacation.

    W : Yes , I went to New York to attend a summer course in English.

    M : Wow. You were lucky. How long did you stay there ?

    M : About 50 days . I went there on July 5th and came back on August 25th.

    M : How about the course ?

    W : The course was very good. The teachers were nice. They taught us to listen, speak, read and write in English , but it was mostly speaking. One interesting thing I found was that the American classes are different from our classes here because they are very free. You can sit anywhere you like in the classroom. You can ask the teacher questions at any time during the class , and you are welcome to share your ideas with the class. I really liked this kind of class.

    M : How interesting ! Maybe our teachers should try that.

    Text 8

    W : People say Abraham Lincoln is a great American , you know.

    M : Yes , many American people do think so , and they feel proud of Lincoln. He rose from the lowest to the highest position in the United States.

    W : Do you know how he was killed ?

    M : Yes. It was on April 14, 1865. After a very busy day , Lincoln and his wife went to see a play at a theatre in Washington. A 25-year-old man , who was from the South , suddenly shot Lincoln through the head.

    W : Did he die immediately when he was shot ?

    M : No, he didn’t. He died early the next morning in the hospital.

    Text 9

    Beethoven , a famous musician in the world , was born in Germany in 1770. In his childhood Beethoven didn’t have a happy life. His father was a singer. When he was only four, his father began to make him practise hour after hour on different musical instruments.

    Beethoven loved music , and he was able to go around giving concerts when he was only a boy of eleven. At the age of seventeen, he won high praise from Mozart, the great musician at that time. Beethoven was often poor and ill during his life . After one illness, he suddenly found himself deaf. At that time he was only thirty-one. It was a blow to him indeed, but he still went on working and writing music pieces. To people’s surprise, some of his best pieces were written after he lost his hearing.

    In 1827 , leaving more than 300 pieces, the great musician died , but his name is still remembered to this day.

    Text 10

    Having drunk too much , Alfred was driving his car along the country road at the top speed.

    Then and old man walked across the road. Unfortunately, the car ran into him, and the old man was terrified. But after looking around and thinking there was not a single person who saw the accident , he drove away without taking the old man to the hospital. The old man was not a bit stupid. He looked up and kept Alfred’s car’s number in his mind. About one month later, they both went to the court. Alfred’s lawyer said, “Alfred is an experienced driver of more than 20 years.”

    “If experience can hold water here,” the old man’s lawyer replied, “the old man has been walking for over 60 years safely.”
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